In Ropschitz, the town
where Rabbi Nattali
lived, it was the custom
for the rich people
whose houses stood
isolated or at the far
end of the town to hire
men to watch over their
property by night. Late
one evening when Rabbi
Naftali was skirting
the woods that circled
the city, he met sucha
watchman walking up
and down. “For whom
are you working?” he
asked. The man told him
and then inquired in his
turn: “And for whom are
you working, Rabbi?”
The words struck the
tzaddik like a shaft. “1
am not working for
anybody just yet,” he
barely managed to say.
Then he walked up and
down beside the man
for a long time. “Will
you be my servant?” he
finally asked. “I should
like to,” the man replied,
“but what would be my
duties?” “To remind me,’
said Rabbi Naftali.

—A HASIDIC TALE
When a person commits
a sin and does not turn
in repentance, when that
person forgets the sin,
the Holy One remem-
bers it. When a person
fulfills a commandment
by doing a good deed,
and forgets about it, the
Holy One remembers it.
When a person commits
a sin and later turns in
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(The shofar is traditionally not blown on Shabbat.)
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Today the world stands as at birth. Today all creation is called
to judgment, whether as Your children or as Your servants. If
as Your children, be compassionate with us as a parent is com-
passionate with children. If as Your servants, we look to You
expectantly, waiting for You to be gracious to us, and as day
emerges from night bring forth a favorable judgment on our
behalf, awe-inspiring and Holy One.

Ha-yom harat olam, ha-yom ya-amid ba-mishpat kol y'tzurei olamim,
im k'vanim im ka-avadim. Im k'vanim, rahameinu k' rahem av al
banim. V'im ka-avadim eineinu I'kha t'luyot, ad she-t honneinu v'totzi
kha-or mishpateinu, ayom kadosh.

WE OMIT THIS PARAGRAPH ON SHABBAT:

May the words of our lips be pleasing to You, exalted God, who
listens, discerns, considers, and attends to the sound of our
shofar blast. Lovingly accept our offering of verses proclim
Your remembrance. -
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seder zikhronoteinu.
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and is constantly filled

- What a person forgets,
gets.
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